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FTII STRIKE: Day 80 


It is the 80 Day of our Strike. Today, the two days long queer film festival which is 
happening as part of the strike will end by the night with the screening of the Film, Qissa. 
The film was directed by Anup Singh Batla, a renowned film maker and an FTII Alumnus. 


It is very unfortunate that we are yet to get a reply from the government regarding the 
political appointments of incapable people in the FTI] Society, even after 80 days long 
struggle. The report by the three members’ committee headed by Mr. S M Khan, Under 
Secretary (Films), who visited the campus on 21 August 2015, is yet to come out. We hope 
the Ministry would take necessary steps to resolve our issues very soon. 


The FTII students’ community strongly condemns the Censor Board’s decision to deny 
certificate for the Documentary film, Battle of Banaras without giving any valid reason or 
asking the director to make any cut. The film which documented the 2014 Lok Sabha 
electoral battle in Banaras is directed by Kamal Swaroop, National Award winning film 
maker and a former student of FTII. Our questions about freedom of expression and political 
appointments of incapable people in educational and cultural spaces are being more valid in 
this scenario, since CBFC itself is an example of such appointments. 


Also, we strongly condemn the murder of Dr. M M Kalburgi, renowned scholar, writer and 
former Vice-Chancellor of Kannada University in Hampi who was shot dead by unknown 
people, today morning. This pattern of attacks on artists and people, who dissent from a 
single world view, makes us to question the continuing negligence of a democratically 
elected Government even when the art, education, life and security of its own people are 
under threat in this country. 
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